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(Not every member endorses each project. But we all support one another.)

In the spirit of Chanukah [literally: "dedication"], we dedicate time, funds, and attention to members' projects.
We invite others to join us in focusing each of 8 candles, plus the 9th "helper" candle, on a community need
addressed by one or members of our Cross River Dialogue.

DC’s Cross-River Dialogue is a small group of white Jews, who live west of the Anacostia River, and non-Jewish Black people, who live
and/or work east of the river. We began sharing stories and perspectives in July 2018, with a focus on supporting one another's work
and increasing understanding across our river-divide. We also seek to direct resources across the river.
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Cross River Dialogue 2020 Dedications -- Fourth Candle:
Evening of December 13
The mission of National Association for the
Advancement of Returning Citizens (NAARC)
is "to improve the quality of life of Returning
Citizens, their families, and communities by
addressing the broad range of social and
economic needs through strategic management of public and private partnerships,
political advocacy, community relations/
organizing and economic empowerment."

https://www.naarcdc.com/

Nat'l Assoc for

Advancement of
Returning Citizens

Returning citizens and Cross River Dialogue:
•

Sig Cohen is active in support of NAARC and recently organized a program, "Coming
Home and Staying Home: Meeting the Challenge of Returning Citizen Re-Entry in DC,"
with Eric Weaver of NAARC and Lashonia Thompson-El of the Attorney General's
Office, for DC's Hill Havurah (https://www.HillHavurah.org).

•

Maurice Cook and Ron Moten are both active with 70kStrong -- "70,000 Returning
Citizens, their families, community advocates and allies fighting to bring DC's people
home and do what it takes to support them"

Dedicate Time and Attention:
Learn about Cure the Streets
https://www.naarcdc.com/cure-the-streets-naarc
Learn about NAARC's Re-Entry program
https://www.naarcdc.com/reentry-naarc
Learn more about Eric Weaver, chairman of NAARC
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Fs294XY2NJN2pgXsG70Ss0crdjrahPGH/view
Learn about 70KStrong and the challenges of establishing a new halfway house in DC
http://seventythousandstrong.com/about-us/
NAARC will be dropping off Christmas bags to [two residential re-entry programs] the week of
Christmas. Donations can be dropped off at 3115 Martin Luther King Jr Ave SE or 1109 1/2
Mt. Olivet Rd NE. Tuesday - Friday from 12:00-3:00 starting this week. You can also donate
via Paypal: naarcdc@gmail.com

Dedicate Funds: Support these efforts with monetary donations. For Christmas bags,
use Paypal link above.

Cross River Dialogue 2020 Dedications -- Fifth Candle:
Evening of December 14
Serve Your City provides "life-changing
experiences and opportunities for at-risk DC
students, giving Black and Brown children
access to rowing, swimming, yoga, tennis,
tutoring, and inspiring experiences often not
readily available to children from underresourced families."
During the Covid-19 pandemic, Serve Your
City has been functioning as the lead partner
in Ward 6 Mutual Aid, working to provide
laptops and internet access, as well as related
trainings, plus additional school supplies and
other basics, as well as tutoring and
enrichment opportunities as Covid permits.
https://www.serveyourcitydc.org/

Serve Your City:
Education & Enrichment
https://twitter.com/ServeYourCityDC
https://www.facebook.com/ServeYourCityDC
https://www.instagram.com/serveyourcity/

Serve Your City and Cross River Dialogue:
•

Maurice Cook is the founder, executive director, and lead organizer with Serve Your
City/Ward 6 Mutual Aid Hub.

•

Sig and Susan Cohen volunteer and support the work of Serve Your City/Mutual Aid.

•

Rachel Usdan is a key organizer in Serve Your City/Mutual Aid's work on addressing
the digital divide, especially during the pandemic.

•

See also: "Community thru Covid," hosted by Virginia Avniel Spatz on We Act Radio,
for interviews with Maurice Cook, Rachel Usdan, and others on this work.

Dedicate Time and Attention:
Learn about Serve Your City's horse-riding program
https://www.horsesinthemorning.com/sprout-serve-your-city-and-emmie-sperandeo-for-dec-9-2020-bystate-line-tack/

Learn about Serve Your City's efforts in re: DC's digital divide
http://dcbacktoschoolbash.com/
https://www.hillrag.com/2020/07/22/dc-has-second-highest-racial-gap-in-student-connectivity-study/
https://wtop.com/dc/2020/08/dc-back-to-school-bash-addresses-digital-divide-for-low-income-students/

Consider volunteering thru Serve Your City/Mutual Aid
https://www.serveyourcitydc.org/programs

Dedicate Funds: Support these efforts with monetary donations.

Cross River Dialogue 2020 Dedications -- Sixth Candle:
Evening of December 15
Mutual Aid is a varied solidarity effort, but
housing instability and immediate housingrelated needs are key concerns. Cross River
Dialoguers are involved in a variety of
approaches, in- and outside DC's Mutual Aid
Networks. Some of that work is directly
supporting individuals currently experiencing
housing insecurity. Some of those efforts
center around policy, including canceling rent
or reforming rent control and establishing
housing as a human right...and as a method
of combatting Covid-19.

Mutual Aid:
Housing Instability

Mutual Aid Network and Cross River Dialogue:
•

Maurice Cook and Serve Your City follow the lead of the organizers currently or
formerly experiencing housing instability to respond to specific community needs,
particularly in tent encampments in Ward 6 and beyond.

•

Sig and Susan Cohen join in support for people living in Ward 6 tent encampments.

•

Scott Brown works with Ward 2 Mutual Aid in a number of ways, including support for
people experiencing housing instability; specific, urgent request below.

•

See also "Community thru Covid," hosted by Virginia Avniel Spatz on We Act Radio, for
interviews with several people active in work around housing instability.

Dedicate Time and Attention:
Learn about "Vacancy to Virus Reduction" -- V2Vr.info
Visit the "DC Mutual Aid Network" on Facebook
Connect with crucial efforts -- https://www.serveyourcitydc.org/get-involved

Dedicate Funds: Support these efforts with monetary donations.
One Direct Dedication -- Immediate, Community Need: James is a lifelong DC resident,
currently unhoused; and, as we know, being poor is expensive. We've helped him get reconnected with his lawyer and social workers and are working with them on long-term
support. But DC social services for unhoused folks are depressingly limited and take some
time to mobilize; in the meantime, we are his community of care.
We've been able to gather many donations from our friends and family in the last few weeks to keep him in
AirBnbs and out of the cold and rain, but most of those folks have donated all they can. So we're reaching
out to our DC community to see if you can help us help James! If you're able to give anything at all, it is
deeply appreciated. Paypal, CashApp, or Venmo to scottyb545. If you don't have any of those
platforms, let us know, and we'll find another way. James is one of the sweetest people we've ever met,
and is so grateful for his community showing up for him. Thank you in advance for being a part of that!
-- Scott Brown, Cross River Dialogue

